Al University to be set up very soon" - Priyank Kharge

Home, IT, BT, and e-Governance Minister Priyank Kharge announced that the Karnataka Government
will soon take a significant step by establishing an 'Artificial Intelligence University' in Bengaluru, the

IT capital of Karnataka.

He was speaking after inaugurating the International Conference on "Leveraging Artificial Intelligence
to Advance Sustainable Development Goals" organized by the Wolverhampton-Bengaluru Centre for
Research and Innovation (WBC R&I) at Dr. Manmohan Singh Bengaluru City University, in
collaboration with the University of Wolverhampton, UK. The event was held at Jnana Jyoti
Auditorium, Central College campus.

The Minister stated that under the 'Nipuna Karnataka' initiative, based on the concept of ' Skill
Locally and work Globally', the government has earmarked Rs. 300 crores to provide students and
youth with the necessary infrastructure and guidance to build a better future.

He proudly mentioned that Karnataka is the first state in the world to introduce Al-based Personal
Computers, creating a strong foundation for advancement in education and research. He also
assured that the grant for startups will be increased to Rs. 1 crore from next year.

The Minister explained that the Karnataka Government is working to upgrade e-Governance to i-
Governance by effectively using Al tools in sectors like agriculture, rural development, and health etc.

Analyzing the 17 Sustainable Development Goals signed by 193 countries in 2015, the Minister said
the target of achieving them by 2030 seems distant. He stressed the need to use Artificial
Intelligence judiciously and environmental friendly for sustainable development.



Keynote Address was delivered by Prof. Tony Vinneet, Director, Royal Wolverhampton Hospital, UK.
Guest of Honour Prof. Bhagawan B. Vice Chancellor, Rajiv Gandhi University of Health Sciences, spoke
about the immense benefits of using Artificial Intelligence in the medical field.

Presiding over the even,Prof. Ramesh B. Vice Chancellor, Dr. Manmohan Singh Bengaluru City
University, said the university has launched programs to enhance student employability through skill-
based training. The Conference Proceedings and the research journal 'JARIS' were also released on
this occasion.

Prof. Prashanth Pillai, Pro-Vice Chancellor for Research and Knowledge Exchange, University of
Wolverhampton,

Prof. Suresh Renukappa, Director , Prof. Subhashini Suresh, Deputy Director, Prof. Lingaraja Gandhi
former Vice-Chancellor, BCU,

Prof. Ramesh B. Kudenatti, Registrar (Evaluation), Dr. MSBCU, M.V. Vijayalakshmi, Finance Officer,
Prof. Ritika Sinha, Director, WBC R&lI, Dr. T.N. Tandava Gowda, Deputy Director, WBC R&I, were
present at the inaugural session.

Objective of the Conference

The main objective of the conference is to bring together academicians, researchers, industry
leaders, policymakers, and students to explore the transformative role of Artificial Intelligence in
achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

A total of 355 research papers* will be presented and four plenary sessions have beenWBC R&l
organized.
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